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SACRED HEART PARISH - MUNDARING 

THE YEAR THAT WAS! 
 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times” 
These words were used by Charles Dickens to open his novel  

‘A Tale of Two Cities’ in 1859. 
They may well capture our sense of the year 2021? 

It’s hard to believe that Covid19 is still creating such havoc in our 
lives…grounding us, like naughty teenagers, to stay home and cease from 

wandering. Everyone’s reflection about ‘Covid times’ will be different, but in all I 
suspect there is a longing for things to be as they were before this Pandemic 

inserted itself, so rudely, into our lives. 
I saw a young woman being interviewed last week about the Covid measures 

being introduced on the East Coast for Christmas…she was succinct…I am so 
over this! I’m sure that we all feel like that sometimes; but it’s easy to fall prey 

to the negativity…disabling our capacity to appreciate the many positives.  
As I reflect on 2021, there is so much for which I can give thanks. 

Being in Mundaring affords us a little more relief than the people who live in the 
city; we have more space to move and less crowds to negotiate…there is 

always a trail that we can walk or ride or run…in relative peace…far from the 
Madding Crowd. 

We were able to complete a full school year, unlike so many places in Australia 
and around the world and our freedom to attend Mass was seldom impeded.  

In our parish, we completed a 20 week course on the Acts of the Apostles and 
in so doing whetted our appetite for more…watch this space as I will certainly 

endeavour to offer another course in the New Year: Maybe on the Mass! 
Toward the end on 2021, we had reverse cycle air conditioning installed in 

Sacred Heart Church, Mundaring. I suspect it will become more valuable on 
those freezing winter nights…but, these hot and steamy days are made less 

burdensome to our worship.  
On a personal level, I read 48 books this year…I would never have believed 
that possible. I have ignited a deep and profound desire to learn more about 

everything and this is enormously helpful to self-understanding and 
understanding of others. In learning the many languages used through the 
different times by so many from diverse persuasions we are better able to 

communicate the Gospel message. 
Gather up all the wonderful memories and even lessons you have from 2021 

and carry them forward with great hope into 2022. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

WEEKDAY Mass Times for Tuesday 4TH January - Saturday 8th January 
Tuesday 8:30am; Wednesday 9am; Friday 8:30am-followed by 

Adoration. 
Saturday 8:30am-followed by Reconciliation 

 
WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday Vigil - 6:00pm (Sacred Heart 

Mundaring) 
Sunday - 7:30am (Our Lady of Good Counsel Chidlow) 

9:30am (Sacred Heart Mundaring) 
 

PILGRIM STATUE ROSTER FOR THIS WEEK –                                               
Kathleen STRICKLAND 

 

THANK YOU 
It’s appropriate for me to say Thank you to so many who help make our 

parish run throughout the year. From the people who produce the Bulletin, or 
accompany our worship with music and song, or prepare flowers each week 
and those who clean the church. Those who help with after school religious 
education classes and those who help on the Finance committee…those 

who read and serve at Mass and prepare rosters and take communion to the 
sick. To the people who take the time to prepare a cuppa after Mass. So 

many doing things which are easily to take for granted…I know that the Lord 
blesses you for your generosity…But, I add my thanks and appreciation for 

all you do. Thank you! 

  
 CUPPA AFTER MASS 

Since our first weekend falls on New Year, we are having a cuppa after 
Mass next weekend Jan 8 and 9. We do need a host(s) for 9.30am!  
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 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD– YEAR C  THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD – YEAR C  

 FIRST READING Isa 60:1-6                                                                                                                       
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.                                                                                                  

Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is 
rising on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples. 

Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations 
come to your light and kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes 

and look round: all are assembling and coming towards you, your sons from 
far away and daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow 

radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to 
you; the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, 

and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, 
bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord.                             

■ The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 71:1-2, 7-13                                                                                                     
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.                                                                                            

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son your justice, that 
he may judge your people in justice and your poor in right judgement. R.                                                        

2. In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails. He shall rule 
from sea to sea, from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R.                                                                              

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts shall pay him tribute. The kings 
of Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts. Before him all kings shall fall 

prostrate, all nations shall serve him. R.                                                                                                                                   
4. For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor. R. 

SECOND READING Eph 3:2-3, 5-6                                                                                                                
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.                                                                      

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace 
he meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the 

knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through 
the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past 
generations; it means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they 

are parts of the same body, and that the same promise has been made to 
them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.                                                                     

■ The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL Mt 2:1-12                                                                                                                                                   
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                                                                                    

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King 
Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant 

king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do 
him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the 
whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of 

the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At 
Bethlehem in Judaea’, they told him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders 
of Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the 

exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go 
and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me 
know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the 
king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had 

seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The 
sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense 

and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and 
returned to their own country by a different way.                                                                                                                                                                        

■ The Gospel of the Lord 

DAWN OF A NEW ERA                                                                                                                        
In the midst of the tribulation of the exile, Isaiah had a vision of the birth of a new time 
when the nations would no longer be enemies of God’s chosen people but would even 
assist in bringing them back from exile in Babylon. Recognising the God of Israel and 
expressing their praise by means of treasures offered in tribute, all peoples would now 
worship the living God. As the Gentiles responded to the preaching of Paul and others, 
they knew that the vision of Isaiah was becoming a reality as former enemies were now 

united by their faith in Jesus. The dividing wall of hostility had been broken down 
through the death of Jesus (Ephesians 2:14) and a new human family was being born 
where the Gentiles and Jews were all members of the one body. Matthew wrote his 

Gospel sometime after Paul’s letter to the Ephesians but shared in the same vision of 
Isaiah and Paul. He knew that the birth of Jesus meant not only the dawn of the time of 
the Messiah but also the dawn of a new humanity where Jews and Gentiles would be 
united in their belief. The Magi were the first of many Gentiles who would come to see 
Jesus as their Saviour, their King, and their Lord. As they worshipped before Jesus, 

Isaiah’s vision and dream had become a reality, one that is still in the process of being 
fulfilled                                                                                                                                        

Christopher Monaghan CP 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 2:2                                                                                                     
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; and have come to 

adore the Lord. Alleluia! 


